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Note of last People & Places Board meeting
	Title:


	People & Places Board

	Date:


	Wednesday 11 September 2019

	Venue:
	Beecham Room, 7th Floor, 18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note
	Item
	Decisions and actions


<AI1>

	1  
	Welcome, introductions and declarations of interest

The Chairman welcomed members to the first board meeting of the year and noted apologies received. 

No declarations of interest were made.




</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Terms of reference for the Board
Thomas French asked for members to note the membership and agree the Terms of Reference for the People and Places Board for 2019/120.

Member made the following comments:
· More can be done to ensure the members of LGA are aware of the work of the People and Places Board, highlighting the excellent work the board continues to do.
Decisions

Members noted the membership of the Board for 2019/20 and agreed the Board’s Terms of Reference for 2019/20.

Actions 

Monthly bulletin on the work the board does to be sent to members of the LGA.
Sort the correct authorities of People and Places Board for 2019/120.



</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	Board work programme 2019/20

Cllr Kevin Bentley introduced the Board work programme 2019/20 and highlighted the up and coming policy work the board needs to consider.
Rebecca Cox ran members through the Board work programme 2019/20 and gave an update on the current work of People and Places Board on Devolution and Brexit.

Members made the following comments:
· Connectivity should be considered as a main area of activity for the People and Places Board and should not be a background item.

· Brexit should not dominate board work as the process goes on but local government should be part of making new post-Brexit regulation.
· Devolution is important but so is breaking down non-structural barriers between local and national government.

· Members need to be aware that Devolution is a worthwhile journey and given the tools to help take residents with them on the journey.

· With the current political atmosphere in the UK, it is important for local government to be cautious about what powers are devolved from national government.

· Local Government should be aiming to draft the English Devolution Bill.
· Brexit should be an opportunity to see local government grow, not just see Whitehall get more powerful.

Officers responded

· Bringing in Connectivity as a board area of work allows the issue to have a bigger platform and allows influence on national government and within the sector.
Decision

Members agreed the board work programme 2019/20. 
Reflecting on the priority attached by the Board to digital connectivity, its national focus and the limited availability of LGA resources, members agreed to maintain a focus on the work area at full Board in place of the Rural Digital Connectivity Working Group.



</AI3>

<AI4>

	4  
	Work Local - employment and skills update

Jasbir Jhas updated the new members of the board of the work that has been done for employment and skills and gave the next steps for what the board will be covering across 2019/20.
Members made the following comments

· The skills system and funding for it needs stability to ensure that long term aims are delivered on.
· The definition of ‘local’ needs consideration as it can mean many things to different areas – from a district level to LEP boundaries.
· Skilled but unemployed young people need better direction from local government.
· Working with key stakeholders like the TUC on how to develop skill programs would be helpful.
· Embracing current and new industries will ensure the local government’s skills agenda stays relevant.
· Rural workforces face acute challenges if large businesses close, so it is important that more is done to nurture the SME community.
Decision

That Members note the report.



</AI4>

<AI5>

</AI5>

<AI6>

	5 
	Youth participation

Bushra Jamil introduced the paper and gave a brief context on youth participation policy and provision in local government. The paper set out the core areas of focus for this policy: careers advice and guidance, technical education (T levels) and NEETs. 

Members made the following comments:
· Many young people have to travel nearly two hours to get to the nearest further education college, this leads to a drop in retention. More outreach needs to be done on accessibility, as it is a key barrier to overcome.

· Young people need to be engaged on their level and placed at the centre of a project rather than just being part of it. It is important that they are taken along the journey. Former resources like connections were vital for young people.

· The three most common barriers for young people to training and employment are the cost of travel, mental health and caring responsibilities.
Decision

Members noted the report.




</AI6>

<AI7>

</AI7>

<AI8>

	6 
	Brexit Update

Paul Green gave an update on the Brexit work that has been carried out by the LGA and the Brexit Taskforce.

Decision

Members noted the update.




</AI8>

<AI9>

	7 
	Councils' role in the future of rural land management

Philip Clifford introduced the paper that summarised the research findings and the opportunities for the Board to continue to explore the role of councils in a new land management policy framework after the UK leaves the European Union’s Common Agricultural Policy.

Decision
Members noted the report.



</AI9>

<AI10>

	8 
	Rural Digital Connectivity
Phillip Clifford introduced the recent policy work on digital connectivity and introduced Louise Lancaster Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport and Laura Allen, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government

Louise Lancaster, and Laura Allen, gave a presentation on Rural Digital Connectivity, highlighting the Government Consultation on Proposed reforms to permitted development rights to support the deployment of 5G and extend mobile coverage.

Members made the following comments:
· How will Government evidence the difference that such planning reforms are expected to make to digital connectivity?
· Residents still need a forum to engage with new infrastructure projects.
Louise Lancaster and Laura Allen responded:

· Asking the industry for evidence based research is key to understanding what government needs to do to help develop the sector for future infrastructure.
· As local government is notified about infrastructure projects, the local council is still the forum for residents to raise concerns.

Decision
Members noted the presentation



</AI10>

<AI11>

</AI11>

<AI12>

	10 
	Minutes of the last meeting

Members agreed to the notes of the previous People & Places Board that took place on Tuesday 18 June 2019.



</AI12>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Chairman
	 Cllr Kevin Bentley
	Essex County Council


	Vice-Chairman
	 Cllr Morris Bright MBE
	Hertsmere Borough Council


	Deputy-chair
	 Cllr Bob Jennings
	Epping Forest District Council


	Members
	 Cllr Rachel Bailey
	Cheshire East Council

	
	Cllr Marc Bayliss
	Worcester City Council

	
	Cllr Neil Clarke MBE
	Rushcliffe Borough Council

	
	Cllr Keith Glazier
	East Sussex County Council

	
	Cllr Diane Marsh
	Gravesham Borough Council

	
	Cllr Eddie Reeves
	Oxfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Bradley Thomas
	Wychavon District Council

	
	Cllr Rob Waltham MBE
	North Lincolnshire Council

	
	Cllr Sue Woodward
	Staffordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Leigh Redman
	Somerset County Council

	
	Cllr Kyle Robinson
	Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sarah Osborne
	East Sussex County Council

	
	Cllr Helen Grant
	Richmondshire District Council


	Apologies
	 Cllr Hilary Carrick
	Cumbria County Council

	
	Cllr Martin Tett
	Buckinghamshire County Council

	
	Cllr Simon Henig CBE
	Durham County Council

	
	Cllr Doina Cornell
	Stroud District Council

	
	Cllr Heather Kidd
	Shropshire Council

	
	Cllr Karen Ward
	North Norfolk District Council


</TRAILER_SECTION>

<LAYOUT_SECTION>

	1 FIELD_ITEM_NUMBER
	FIELD_TITLE
 
	

	
	FIELD_SUMMARY 


	


</LAYOUT_SECTION>

<TITLE_ONLY_LAYOUT_SECTION>

	2 FIELD_ITEM_NUMBER
	FIELD_TITLE

	


</TITLE_ONLY_LAYOUT_SECTION>

<HEADING_LAYOUT_SECTION>

FIELD_TITLE
</HEADING_LAYOUT_SECTION>

<TITLED_COMMENT_LAYOUT_SECTION>

	
	FIELD_TITLE 


	

	
	FIELD_SUMMARY 


	


</TITLED_COMMENT_LAYOUT_SECTION>

<COMMENT_LAYOUT_SECTION>

	
	FIELD_SUMMARY

	


</COMMENT_LAYOUT_SECTION>

<SUBNUMBER_LAYOUT_SECTION>

	a) FIELD_TITLE

	

	
	FIELD_SUMMARY 


	


</SUBNUMBER_LAYOUT_SECTION>

<TITLE_ONLY_SUBNUMBER_LAYOUT_SECTION>

	b) FIELD_TITLE

	


</TITLE_ONLY_SUBNUMBER_LAYOUT_SECTION>

[image: image1.jpg]

[image: image2.jpg]